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APOSTOLICAL 


And True Opinion concerning the 


HOLY TRINITY, 
Revived and Afferted:: 


| [Partly by TwelveAR 6 uMENTSleviedagainſt 


the Traditional and Falſe Opinion about 
the Godhead of the Holy Spirit. 


Partly by a Conres510N of Faitu 
rouching the Three Perſons. 


Both which having been formerly ſet forth, were much 
altered and augmented, with Explications 
of Scripture, and with Reaſons : 


And finally, 
With TESTIMONIES of the FaTuB Rs, 


And of Others. 


All Reprinted, Azxo 1653. 


By FOHN BIDLE, M. A. 


And now again with the LIFE of the Author 
prefixed, Anno Pom. 1692, 


A SHORT 


ACCOUNT 


OF THE 


LIE. 
John Bidle, M.A. 


Sometimes of. Magd. Hall, Oxon: 


HE intelligent and fearching Rea-- bigs ware therefore to take this plain: and 
der, findi in this 'Book, under ſhort Account, without thoſe Embelliſh- - 
the Title of The Apoſtolical and ments, . which the Lives of eminent Men are 
true Opinion, concerning the Holy deſerv et Gpe mgm with, but which my A-- 
Trinity, Revived and Aſſerted,&c. bilities will not reach to. 
ſeveral Explications of Holy Scripture, and. Know then, that the Author, Fob» Bide, 
Teſtimonies out'of the. moſt ancient Chri- was born at Watton-under-hedg, im the 
flian Writers, o—_— that great and mo- of Glouceſter, inthe Year of our Lord 
mentous Dorine, differing from the 164 -. His Father, Edward Bidle, _— a” 
commonly-receiv'd Opinions of bh both Papiſts ſort of Yeomen, and alſo dealc in : 
and Prot of theſe later Ages,will, with- Woollen Clothes ; by which means he main-- 
out doubr, be defirous tro know of tained his Family , and with credic - 4 
the Author's Life and Qualifications ſuirable ro his Rank, or above ir, = 

A. 2. ; | 


Free-School of rhar Town ; where his pro- 
ficiency in the Learning there taught, was 
ſoon taken notice of, both by Neighbours,and 
thoſe more remore ; among whom my Lord 
Barkley,as a Perſonage of the preateſt Honour, 
ſo great a lover and promoterof Learning, 15 
in the firſt place ro be remembred. Who 


in reſpe& to the early Blofloms-of a rare. 


Wit, great Probity and Ingenuiry in our 
young Scholar, conferr'd upon him the ex- 
hibiczon of ten Pounds per Ammm, among 
other the poorer Scholars ; although by his 
Age, beingnot of ten Years, he,was norqua- 
lined, according to common Method, fot that 
Pondtion, And this Favour, it ſeems, added 
ater Vigour and Induſtry-to the Youth's 
ies; for after this, he did not only with 

eaſe ſurpaſs thoſe his School-fellows. of the 
ſame Rank, bur, in. Time, even out-run his 
Inſtruions, 'and became Tutor to himlelt ; 
ſo overcoming both the Labours of his Task, 
and thoſe Difficulties he met with in his 
Courſe, However, the want of fit Teaching 
on the one hand, and the benefit of that 
Exhibirion on the other, or' perhaps the want 
of fit Proyiſions for aStudent.in the. Univer-* 


ſiry, derain'd him longer fin *thac School, . 
k otherwiſe for \his unit. ; 
for here he continued tillhe was atoutSevett- 


than was 


reeti Years of Age. In this Time he gave 


ſome Specimens of his pregnant, both Wit 
and Judgment, in the Tranſlation of Virgi/'s 


Bucslicks, and-the two firſt, 'Saryry of Fuve- 


nal, into elegant Engliſh Verſe ; afterward 
publiſh'd in print, with approbatian of Lear- 
ned Men. He compoſed alſo, and recited, 
before a full Audirory, an elaborate Oration 
inLatin, for a gracing to the Funeral of an 
honourable School-fellow. 
theſe 


Yea, even in 
younger Years was obſerved in him a 
fgevlar piety of Mind, and contempt of 
plied 


Aﬀairsz Whence it came, that he ap- 


plied -himſelf ro the ſtudy of 'Verrue, roge- 
ther with the Liberal Arts; and with great 
diligence gave--dutiful Afﬀiſtance ro his Mo- 
ther, become a Widow by the Death of his 
Father. | 

From hence he was ſent to the Lniyerfity 


Tu) 


Son Jobs, our Author, was educated in the 


of Oxford, and was admitted a Srudent in 
Magdalen-Hal! there; where, in due time; 
he proceeded Maſter of Arts with good ap- 

ſauſe, and-was reckon'd among thoſe of 

is rank, chat did in an eſpecial manner 
commend the Learning of. that Academy. 
Here he did ſo-Philoſophize, as ir might te 
obſerved, he was determined more by Rea- 
ſon than Autkoriry ; however, in Divine 
Things he did nor much difſent from the 


- common Doarine, as may be collefed from 
" a lirtle Trad&he wrote againſt Dancing, Bur 


the fame of his Learning and Prudence in 
inſtru&ing Pupils there, - having conciliated 
to 'him the Eſteem of Perſons of Quality, 
and more particularly of the Overſeers of 
the School of- Wootton, he-was choſen b 
them to ſucceed in the Maſterſhip thereof; 
which he may+ ſeem to have as wiſely as 
modeſty refuſed, bur did in the mean time 
commend to them, "another. fir Perſon, whom 
they accepted of, This refuſal gave 0ppor- 
tunity to the Magiſtrates of Glonceſter, upon 
ample Recommendations of the princ1 
Perſons in the Univerſity,- ro chuſe- and im- 
portune him'to be Maſter of the Free-School 
of Criſps in'thar' City ;  whicff he conſented 
co; , and at his approach thicher, -was met 
and received by them with much Joy and - 
Honour,. Anzo 1641. Neither did he de- 
ceive their ExpeQations, nor come ſhort of 
the CharaQer had been given of him, whilſt 
he diſcharged that Imployment wich ſuch 
Skil and faithfulneſs, that they thought them- 
ſelves not a little happy in that behalf, who 
could commit their Sons to his InſtruRion, 
Whence ir came to p36, that-not.ſo much 
by the Salary, . which is not great, bur b 
the Gratuities of; Parents, he reap'd&Eonſ1- 
derable Profirs. But Money did nog infe& 
his Mind with. the love of it; his-Mind 
was ſet upon the Knowledg of Divine Truth, 
and that,” not for Curioſity, bur for the 
Love of Chriſt,” who is Truth and Life. 
And having laid aſide the Impediments of 
Prejudice, he gave himſelf liberty to try all 
things, that he might ho!d faſt that which is 
gol. Thus diligently reading che Holy 
Scripture, (for Socinian Books he had read 
| _ none ) 
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third Perſon in the Holy Triniry. Whers- 


none ) and fervently imploring Divine Ulu- 
mination, he perceiv'd the common Dottrin 
concerning theMoly Trinicy was not” well 
grounded in Revelation, much leſs in Rea- 
fon. And being as generous 1n - apr  - 
free in jadging, he did, as ccc-t1on offered, 
diſcover his Reaſons of queſttonirig it : Which 
ſome Zealots not being able to bear, they 
accus'd him 'to the : Magiſtrates of Hereſy in 
that Point, before whom ' he exhibired in 
Writing this Confeſſion, - 


| May 2, 1644" IK 

1. T believe there is but one Infinite and 
Almighty Eflence, called God. | 

2, I believe, that as there is but one Inft- 
nite and Almighry Efence, ſo there is but 
one Perſon in that Eſſence. 

3. I believe that our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt 
tis mw God, by being truly, rea!ly and 

y united to the only Perſon of the 

Infinite and Almighty Eflence. * © 


Burt when this did not ſatisfy the Magt- 


ſirates, but they did * ſtill preſs upon him 
to acknowledg three Perſons * in the Divine 
Eſſence, and- he, -it ſeems, knowing that the 
word ” Perſons, : when © aſcribed* ro+ God, 1s 


taken both by the ' Ancient Fathers, and by 


Modern Writers in various Significations, 
did,.about fourteen days after, confeſs that 
thar there are three in that one Divine Efſence 
commonly termed Perſons. 

. By this it appears, that how diſtin& ſoever 
he might be in his Conceprions concerning 
the Trinity, yer he was nor determinare e- 
nough in his expreſſing of - that *marrer, 
as he became nor long after. For now 
proceeding fmcerely in his ſearch of hol 
Scri , and in carneft _— to Al- 
mig 00g for his Afliſtance, he actained 
thar firmneſs of Underſtanding and Refolu- 
tion, and thar diſtin&neſs of eſſion, thac 


-he ſer himſelf ro confer with his Familiars, 


and open his Mind freely upon thoſe Que- 
ſtions. of one God, and three Perſons. And 
= only gent PROT _ ſome pithy 
\rgurnents agai e-. ſuppoſed Deiry of 
the Holy Spirir,iwhom jetke held we the 


upon 'a certain unfaichtul Perſon ber 

him to the Magiſtrate, and rhe Commillioners 
of Parliament there refiding, . ( for then was 
there War berween the King and Parlia- 
ment) he waz” commitred Dec. 2.- 1645, t0 
the common Goal ( tho at that time affiited 
with a fore Fever ) there to be detained ri!l 
a fir occaſion of preſenting - him before the 
Parliament art London ( which was then in- 
flmed with Geneva-Zeal againſt ſuch Here- 
ricks) to be pumiſhed as they ſhould derer- 
mine. But now an eminent Perſon of G/og- 
ceſter commiſeraring {0 cen procured his 
Inlargemert u' ri r- an Appea- 
rance, as aforchid. "which, Me. Biale os 
accordingly when ſummoned thereto, abour 
ſix Months afrer. And the Parliament de- 
layed not ro rake Copnnned of his Cauſe, 
for they preſently choſe a Commitree to ex- 
amine him ; who freely confeſt before them, 
that he did deny the believ'd Deiry 
of the Holy Ghoſt, whereof he was accue'd ; 
but was ready to hear what could be oppos'd 
ro him, and to acknowledg his Error, if he 
could not maintain ir for Truth. Bur being 
wearted with no leſs long than chargeable Ex- 
peRation, he wrote the Letter hereafter in- 
ſerted, "dared April 1, 1647, to an eminenr 
Knight; a Member of Parliament, praying he 
would _— _ way —_ that he 
might be either ju or diſcharged, Bur 
mm followed rhence was the Commitmenc 
of Mr. Bidle to the Cuſtody of one of their 
Yeurtenlaing? and the refering ten © the 

ears r m ro t 

aſſembly of the Presbyterian Divines, then . 
ſiting at Weſtminſter, for his ConviRion: Before 
ſome of which he often appear'd, and gave 
them in Writing his Arguinents -againſt the 
Deiry of the- Holy Spirit; but neicher in 
Diſcourſes nor in —_— he obtain 
any pertinenc, much leſs tolid Anſwer, In- 
ſtead of thar, they ſolicire the Parliament, in 
whoſe hands was the ſupream Power art that 
time, and a Draconick Ordinance 


procure 

( May 2. 1648.) for inflifing the Puniſh- 
menc of Death uponthoſe thar held Opinions 
contrary to the Presbyrerian Poinrs _ the 
rinity 
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Trinity,and otherDo&rines, whom they nameds Mr. Gunzing, afterward Biſhop of Ely. Here 


Blaſphemers and Hereticks, and ſevere Penal- 
ties upon thoſe that differ'd in leſſer matters. 
This ſeemed a Sentence 

Mr. Bidle, which there was no eſcape from. 
Bur ir pleaſed the Almighty to-make way for 
bim, by a Diſſention in the Parliament ir 
ſelf; ro the better part- whereof the Arm 
zjoyn'd _ its Power, as for other Reaſons, (0 
for chat there were. in ir many both Officers 
and Souldiers, liable to the Severities of that 


mention'd Ordinance, which therefore from 


that time for divers Years lay unregarded. 
Before this he had publi the Twelve 
uments againſt the Drity of the Holy Spirit; 

and this Year his Confeſſion of Faith touch» 

ing the Holy Trinity, which were both 


Reprinted, 


Perſon of God in diſtintton from Son 


arg. Spirit, our: of certain, maſt celebrated. 


Chriſtian Fathers, who lived in the firſt Ages 
after Chriſt, and others. . Now che Zealots 
in Parliament againſt Difſenters being exclu- 
ded, he had more liberty allow'd by his 
Keeper, who ſuffered him upon 


ſametimes with a Juſtice. of Peace, who nor 


only entertained him courteouſly, but at his 


Death left him a Legacy, which was 2 very 
fcaſonable, ſupply ro him who had already 
in a manner all he had gotten at Glou- 
ceſter; or elſewhere ( which was nor inconſt- 
derable ) in now about four Years chargeable 
reſtraint., But he could.'not continue long 
here, before norice was given to. Judg Brad- 
ſhaw, Preſident of the Council of State, who 
caus'd.him to be recalled by his » and 
kept more ſtraitly. In this long Co 
that-which was moſt grievous to this Suffe- 
rer ( devoted to the Service of Truth ) was, 
thatthe dren Blaſj 
to-him, had ſo-alienated all People generally 
from him, that he could-have almoſt none 
tq converſe with ; and of the Divines, whoſe 


Du 
y not one ( that I could ever here of ) 
vouchſafed him a Viſit .in that ſeven Years 


tine, of his Coufinement, except perhaps one 


| poet © 


1653. togerher with moſt 
clear and full-Teſtimonies for the Uniry-of the. 


Security 
' given to g0 into Staffordſhire, where he lived 


- exceedi 


my and Hereſy - 


ic was to have endeavoured his Infor- 


he ſpenr even all his Su 
of an Ordinary 
for, he was glad 
inking a draught 
the Cow Morning and Ey 
it pleaſed the Divine Goodnels. to ſuccour 
him through the favour of a Learned Man, 
who commended him ro Roger Daniel the 
Printer, for a Man qualified with fit Learning 
and Integrity for correRting of the Im \ 
of che Sepruagint Greek Bible, which was then 
deſigned to be ſet forth wich: great Accuracy, 
and. was accordingly performed the Imploy- 
ment being alſo moſt acceptable to F. Bidle, 
_ le OG in the Law of/ God. 
ur 1n Feb. 1651, was promulgaced by the 
Parlamenc a general AQ of Oblivion, which 
reſtored. among others our. conſcientious 
Priſoner to his: full Liberty, which he now - 
improyes among thoſe Friends he had ar 
length gained in Lozdon, in meeting together 
every Lord's-day for expounding Scripture, 
and diſcourſmg thereupon, for the clearing 
of che Truths therein contained, and de- 
reting of common Errors; by which means 
- FRo——_ &pe polo .and Chriſt his 
on and his Holy Spirit, was - ſo pro- - 
pagared, that the. Miniſters ar Longon ware 
igly offended at ir, but. could nox 
hinder it by Secular Power, which then 
favour'd Li of Religion and Conſcience, 
In the Year 1654, he publiſh'd a twofold 
Scripture-Catechiſm. In the. fame Year 
Dr. Guaning ( whom: I named before ) after. - 
ward Regius Projeſer of Divinity ac Can- 
bridg, and no -leſs famous for Subtilry of 
dil} than Learning, combing { it ſeems) 
he ſhould do great Service to-:che common . 
Do&rine, if he put a Baffile _ 
Oppugner Who be- 


of jt, before even 

ou EN he. came one Lord's--. 
ay to Mr. Bidle's Meeting, well accompa- 
_ nith earned Wireſles, nd commences 
a fair , aſſerting the Dei- 
——_— , the next Lord's- 


_ the. Holy 
y in the ſame Auditor ine the ſu- . 
pream Deity of Chriſt, the Son. of. the 


moſt High.. They - diſputed Hlogiſtcally, | 


_ rook their rurns of n—_— and op- 
, wherein ot Bidle ac 
Pies f with ſo ini, ps 
'Knowledg in- the ſenſe wy Ho 
that ' inſtead of 
Credit both to himſelt - 
even the Gentlemen of Dr/ Goning's —y 
ſome of them had the ingenuity to acknow- 
'ledg. After this Dr. Guming comes again at 
-Unawares, and wig rn gil 
the SarisfaRion- of Punitive J 
Death of Chriſt, which rhe md 155 
r defends ; but found the Oppo- 
nent no leſs skilful and dextrous in this con- 
fAi& than in the former, which the Door 
_—_— had rhe Generoſiry afrerward to 
confeſs 
In December he was tro 
the Bar of CR Houſe wore 
-ment, conveen'd by Oliver Cromwel the Pro- 
reQor, and there asked, If he was the Au- 
' thor of that ' Scripture CRE 
ty of Selpane large) ? He 
"tne wor at fg 
fwered by , Whether ir ſeem'd ED 
-nable, be fry br before a 


Seat as a Criminal, - 
And they commirred Sg a Io 
'Priſoner to , Decemb. 3. prohibi- 
'ringhimthe wr Ink, and Paper,or the 
acceſs of any Viſitant z and commanded his 
nas ack oe 
| n mms $ Uy- 
niſhment Nour wA _ 
withſtanding, the -Prifoner a compoſed 
and chearkal Mind, in God, whole 
Cauſe he fſuffer'd hare oo 
"Neither did this Hope deceive him, _ 
'ProteQor, for Reaſons of his own I 
difoly'd that Parliament : and the Priſoner, 
afrer about ſix Months Impriſonmenc, ob- 
'd his'Liberry ar the Court of the Kings, 
or Upper Bench 28, by. due Courſe of 
3 1 was diſcouraged 
by rhele Dangers and Sothrings bur | berook 
himſelf rohis former Exerciſes for ' propagat- 
ing Truth,and the Honour of Almighty God 
concern'd therein, 
.Bur ſcarce a Year was expired, whena- 


9) 


2] 3 Which being tle 
ps, the Sentence of 
, he at length 1 O ( 


nother no lefs formidable Danger overtook 
him, which was _ There was a confide- 
rable number 0 egation of thoſe cal- 
led Anabaptiſts, who ro entertain N3- Bi- 
CER Griffin, hinkSs (i onllen) 
one it 
to reduce them to their rn IG 
ro pur a ſtop 


ua 


have rity Sep as NL] Mr. Griffis to be 
= inferior eo bio in bur ar 


when idle ſhonld oh heb _ 
che Fa of the Queſtion IE 


"ft Bla 
2, 1648, mention 
This wo 

rt be _ him-ro 


wc the Procetar well knowing ic was nor 
the Intereſt of his Goyernimenr, = ro 
Ive 
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 ſhould:want Neceflarjes, 


have him.Condemn'd or Abfoly'd, takes him 
out of the Hands of rhe Law, and ſends him 
away to the Iſt of Scilly, Ottob..5..16 55. 
For, on the one Hand, the Presbyrerians, and 
all Enemicsto Liberty of Religion, (ot which 
there appear'd-a. great number-ar his Trial 
would by Re n_ _— ; and al 
chat were for Liberty, ( among , whom.many 
Congregations of Arab aptifts efpeci ad 
petition'd the ProteRor.. for. his. diſcharge 
trom proſecyrion upon. that. Ordinance, ,by 
which all their Libercies were threatned and 
condemned, and the Capital Article of the 
ProtreQor's Government infringed 3. whichrun 
thus , That ſuch as profeſs Faith in. God by Je 
ſus Chriſt, (though differing in Judgment from 
the Dofrine, Warſhi p -or- Diſcipline publickly 
held forth ) ſhall not be reſtrained from, but ſhall 
be protefied, 8c. Art. 339. That all Laws, 
Statutes, Ordinances, &c, to the contrary of 
the aforeſaid Liberty, ſhall be eſteemed as Null 
and Void, Art. 38. , 
Now a!though this Baniſhment drew with 
it many Inconveniences, yet through the 
Goodneſs of God it was temper'd with Mer- 
cies. Here the Priſoner enjoy'd much Dt- 
vine Comfort from the Heavenly Contem- 
plations, which his Retirement _ gaye. him. 
epportunity for: Here he had ſweer Com- 
munion with the Father, and his Son Jeſus 
Ehrift,. and atrained a clearer Underſtanding 
of” the Divine Orcacles in many particulars. 
Here, whilſt he was more abundantly con-. 
firm'd in. the DoQrines of his Confeſſion of 
Faith, &c, yer he. ſeems notwithſtanding 
to have become more doubtful abour ſome 
other Points, which he had formerly-held, 
a5 appears from his Efſay to the Explaimng of. 


the Revelation, which he wrote after his re-. 
eurn thence : which ſhews that he ſtill main-. 


cain'd a free_and utprejudiced Mind. - And 
here we muſt nor forget ro. do the Pratettor 
this, right, as to tell.che World, that after 


ſore rime he was pleaſed to allow his Pri-. 


ibner a Hundred Crowns per Annum for his 


ſabſiſtance, to wit, leſt being removed far 


gom, his Eriends and' Iniployments, . he. 
{eas alſo to have. been. beneficial. to hina on. 
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this Account, that it was-a;means to prevent 


is Baniſhmentr. 


another of .cthe -Proteor's Parliaments from 


decreeing any thing more rigid againſt ;hj 
being now abſen: and our of + > 0g = 


this Exile he concinued, abour three Years, - 


notwithſtanding all Endeayours of-his Friends 


for/his Liberty,z -and his,own Letters,-- boch,” 


to.the Proretor and to, Mr. Calamy,” (an e- 
minent Presbyrerian | Miniſtez).- ro, real 
chem into compaſſion.” Ac length, through 
che Imporrunity. of Friends, -and other Oc- 
currences, . the 'ProteRor ſuffer'd a Writ of 
Habtas Corpus to be granted out of the Vp- 
per-Bench Cort (as it was then called) and 
to be obeyed by the Governour. of Scilly, 
whereby the Priſoner was brought thence; 
and by that Court ſer ar liberty, as finding no. 
legal Cauſe of deraining him. - ' 

(curiont, Sublrings 29d Dargas he had 
ecutions, $ ngers he had hi- 
therto underwent, he was not. terrifi 
from what he counted his Duty to Chriſt, 


in propagating the true knowledg of the | 
: 3 


only true. and of Jeſus Chriſt whom 
he had fent, | bug returnid to his long inter- 
rupced Exerciſes among his Friends. . Bur 
he could not long labour in this Field, for a- 
bour five Months after, , the ProteRpr- Oliver 
dies, and his Son, Richard ſucceeding, ..calls 
a Parliament, dangerous. certainly: to {obs 
Bjalz 1n the firſt place,if ro any,other ; ,which, 
being foreſeen, he was . forced as it were, 
(for he did.ic with regret,), by the Impor-: 
runity of, a Noble Friend, . to retire into the- 
Country during their Seſſion, :; But thar Par-. 
l1ament being difſoly'd,- he.returned to his 
wonted Station,. till ſuch time as the Diyiſi- 
ons berween the ProteQtor and Army had: 
brought inco Power again the Long Parlia-. 
ment ; and. the Diviſions of that Parliamene, 
and. Army, and. Peopie, hd. brought in: 


Genera! Monk out of Scotland, he the Seclu«r 


ded Members, and they the -Exil'd King. 


Charles, and with him a reſtoration of. the - 


Antient Government - in Church. and. State. 
Then after ſome time the li ;erty. of Diſſen-. 


ting. Worſhippers was taken away, - and their- 
Meetings puniſh'd as fedicdpas,. Now F.. 


Bjdle yields to the Time,. and reſtrains hin. 


WK cc 


f from publick tro more private Aſem- 
ew her could ke long enjoy 
thoſe, however ble and s, for 
on the firſt of June, 1662, He was haled out 
of his Lodgings, where he" was conyen'd 
with ſome few of his Friends for Divine 
Worſhip, and carried before Sir Rich, Brown, 
who forchwich committed them all to the 
publick Priſon; F. Bidle to the Dungeon, 
wherehelay for five hours,and was denied the. 
benefic of che Law, which admits Offenders 
of that ſort tro Bail for their Appearance, 
There they lay ti!l the Recorder, moyed 
with more reverence of the Laws, took ſe- 
cucity for their anſwering to their Charge 
next Seſſions; whichthey perform'd accord- 
ingly, - Bur when the Court could nor. find 
any Stature whereon to form any Criminal 
Indi&ment againſt them, they were referr'd 
ro the Seſſions following ; and then were 
proceeded againſt, by prerext of an Offence 
againſt Common Law, (the Rules of - which 
he moſtly in the Judges Breaſts) and there- 
upon fined eyery one of the Hearers in the 
penalry of Twenty Pounds, and F. Bidle in 
One Hundred; to lie in Priſon ill paid, 
Now though the Sheriff would generouſly 
have been farisfied with- Teri Pounds for 
him, and he would haye paid it, yer the 
Enmiry of Sir Rich. Brown was ſuch, as he 
could not be induced to conſent thereto up- 
on any terms; - bur threatn'd him with a Se- 
ven Years Impriſonment, though he ſhould 
pay the whole Hundred-Pounds ; This was 
the cauſe of his continuing in Priſon; bur 
he had not been there full five Weeks, till by 
reaſon of the nojſomneſs of the Place and 
pent Air, to him, whoſe only Recreation 
and Exerciſe had been, for many Years, to 
walk daily into the free Air, he contracted a 
Diſcaſe, which ina few days, alas, put a pe- 
riod to his Life, In this Extremity Sir R. 
Brown could not be moved to grant the Sick 
Priſoner the preſent Comfort of a Remoyal, 
in order to a Recovery ; but Sheriff Meynel, 
to the praiſe of his great Humanity, did 
grant it: But, alas, the ſecond Day after his 
removal, between five and fix a Clock in the 
Morning, the 22th of September 1662, he 
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nary ou up his Spiritto God. He was 
in the ſtrengrh of his Age, the 47th Year 
of his Life. Now it did appear, (ashe had 
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of the R 
he had made Peath ptible ro himſelf. 
e more ſtrong- 


NETS Wn 
y annoy is Brain, he perceiv'd a 

Ahead. he ſignified Ls his Find, 
and would not be induced to any Diſcourſe, 
but compos'd himſelf as ir were to ſleep, 
during that eight hours time, which after 
that he liv'd, being ver (pacing of Words, 
or indeed of Groans, t might argue any 
Impatience 3 notwithſtanding, \ when a cer. 
tain pious Mnron, who miniſtred to him, 
broke forth into this (as it were) Farewel- 
ſaying, Ged grant we may ſee one another in the 
Kingdom of Heaven : He,now his Specch failing, 
letr up his quivering Hand,ſhewing thereby (ix 
ſeems) how pleaſing that Wiſh was to him, 
And that he was noc ſurpriz'd wich dying ar 
this time, may be colleted from his often 
faying before, That if he ſhould be once 
more ' caſt into Priſon, he ſhould never be 
reſtor'd ro Liberry 3 and moreover, That the 
Work was done, meaning, That that Truth 
which God had rais'd him up to profeſs, was 


ſufficiently brought to light, there wanted 
ny Ingen 10 Men, > the embracing 
nd acknow it, 


Having in this matiner deſcribed the Courſe 
of Fohn Bidlt's Life, ic may perhaps be en- 
quired, why being ſo learned and able a Man, 
he publiſhed ſo few Books, eſpecially _ 
provoked by divers Anſwers to what he di 
publiſh, to which he did nor reply? To 
this it may be anſwered, firſt, That he was 
verily perſwaded, char Truth being in it ſelf 
Plain and N62 eſpecially whar 1s neceſſa- 
ry and very uſeful, is eaſy to be apprehended 
by few words; it's Error that ſeeks Garniſh in 
many Words and Figures of Speech. Again, 


what he did publiſh, he well deliberated of ; 

ſo that he did not find in the adverſe Wri- 

tings, any thing of moment, which an atren- 

tive Reader might not perceive already ob. 

viated : And they thar atrend norto the firſt 
a 


Pros 


Propofirions, will not receive benefic by Re- 
plies and Rejoinders. We add, that he 
creading in a Path, long over-grown with 
Briars and Thorns of Error and Sophiſtry, 
it requir'd vaſtly greater Labour and Dilt- 
gence to find out the Way -of Truth, 1n 
which no Engliſh-Man had by any ap- 
pearing Foor-ſteeps gone before him for ma- 

Ages. 

Bur that which in my Judgment does 
more commend our Fobn Bidle, than all his 
Labours and Sufferings for the propagation 
9 and important Truths, 15 his great 

for promoting Holineſs of Life and 
Manners ; for this was always his End and 
Deſign in what he _— He valued not 
his Do&rines for Speculation but Pratice; 
« inſomuch thar he would nor diſcourſe of thoſe 
Points wherein he differed from others, 
with thoſe that appear'd not religious ac- 
eording to their Knowledg. Neither could 
he bear thoſe that difſembled in Profeſſion 
for Worldly Intereſts, He was a ſiri& Ob. 
ſerver himſelf, and a ſevere ExaQor "in 0- 
thers, of reverence in ſpeaking of God, and 
Chriſt, and Holy Things 3 fo thar he would 
by no means hear their Names, Or any Sen- 
rence of Holy Scripture ug vainly or light- 
ly, much lefs any liſh Talking, or Scurri- 
lity. He would often tell his Friends, that 
no Religion would benefit a þad Man ; and 
call upon them ro reſolve with themſelves, as 
well to profeſs and praftiſe the Truth that 1s 
according to Godlineſs, as to fludy to find it 
out ; and that againſt all Terrors or Al- 
lurements to the contrary ; being aſſured that 
nothing diſpleafing to Almighty God,Could be 
inany wiſe profitable to them. Bur as. for 
thoſe that were really of a contrary Mind to 
him, how mean ſoever, ( for he was very 
humble and condeſcending) they could nor 
oblige him more, than by goon Obje- 
&ions, ſoberly urg'd, to give him the oppor- 
runiry of ing them 3 which he always 
did with grear fimplicicy and plainneſs of 
Speech, without any oftentation of Learn- 
ing, which yet he was as much maſter of, as 
thoſe moſt famous on that Account, In- 


deed his Learning in Marters of Religion was 
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ga'd by a diligent ſtudy of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, eſpecially of the New Teſtament, 
wherein was fo converſant, that he re- 
tai it all in his Memory verbatim, nor on- 
ly in Engliſh, bur in Greek, as far as rhe 
Fourth Chapter of the Revelation of St. Fohn. 
This thorow-knowledg in the Scriptures 

join'd with an ordinary, hap , an ready 
Memory, whereby he retain Cy alſo the Sum 


"of what he had read in other Authors, gave 


him great advantage againſt all O nents, 
and in all Diſcourſes, but ies He leaſt 
appearance of boaſting. 

I could mention many other things, which 
ſhew that ir was in his Heart to promote Pi- 
ety, and that he had no deſign of aggrandi- 
Zing his Name by oppoſition tro common: 
Do&trms. | Indeed, he was a great Aferter 
of common Dodrines againſt Noval Opini- 
ons, that tended either ro Sedition, Lhe - 
tiniſm, or Superſtition, And in what he 
held contrary to the Current, he did not 
endeavour to tle thoſe he had won, to be of 
his Mind in ſuch a Society, and by ſuch 
a Society, and by fuch-bands, as might con- 
tinue them a ſucceſlive Party, bearing his 
Name as their Founder, burtlefc them ar all 
that liberty, which the Duty of owning the 
Truth according to their Conſcience, and of 
mirual edification, would allow them. And 
as no tinfture of Ambition did appear in 
him, ſo neither of the leaſt degree of cove- 

ng worldly Gain : 'for he always ſuſtain'd 
himſelf by his own Induſtry, when he was 
in c_ of uſmg it; and would never 
accept of any Supplies, tho offer'd ; but 
when his Necefſities,- arifing from Impri-- 
fonment, Sickneſs, or the like, forc'd him to 
it, (Except that after his ſeyen Years re- _ 
ftrainr, a friendly Cirizen of London impor- 
run'd him to take a Bed and Board with 
tim; andafcer his Deltverance from' Scilly 
another did the like) for he had learn'd to 
be contented with a little, and ſought not 
more, yea our of that little would contribate 
to the Neceſſities of others, Temperance }. 
was at all times moſt conſpicuous in him, as 
wellin _ in drinking : and he thought 
i not enough to be yery chaft, burthar he - 
ought” 
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oug he to avoid all ſuſpicion of unchaſtiry ; 


char- he- would nor- witlngly look- - 


upon a Woman without juſt occaſion 3 and 
was very uneaſy, if left in a room with one 
alone, till rehiey'd by more Company. 

I have ſpoken aboye of the Reverence and 
Gravity he us'd himſelf, and exated: of ©. 
thers, 1n handling of Holy Thi 
matters he be merry and p » and 
liked well thar the Company ſhould be fo 
to0z yeteven in this common Gonverſe, he 
always retain'd an awe of the Divine Pre- 
ſence, and was ſometimes obſery'd: ro life 
up his Hand ſuddenly; which -thoſe thar 
were intimate with him, knew to be an ecf- 
fe of a ſecrer Ejaculatiow Burin his Clo- 
ſer-Devori wont often ro 
ſtrace himſelf | 
manner of our Sayi 


THE 


5 othey. 


, many more 


membred, which might d Fon 


Bile, ro have been a Man, if any in this 
moſt eminent for Piery and Virtue, 


taſt 
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'A Letter written to Sir H. V. a Member of the 
Honourable Houſe of Commons. 


S I R, 

Aving now attended for the ſpace of ſixteen Months, partly in the- 
Country, and partly in Weſtminfter, that I might come to my Anſwer 
before the Parliament ; and finding, after all this tarriance, that I am 

Rill as far from having my Cauſe determined as ever ; I am even forced to make 

my Addreſs to you, and to beſeech you, it you have any Bowels. towards them 

that are in Miſery, that you would either procure my Diſcharge, or at leaſt make 

Report to the Houſe touching my denial'of the ſuppoſed Deity. of the Holy 

Spirit. For that this only is the Matter in.Conteſtation, you very well know, 

having both heard my Confeſſion before the Committee, and remembring how, 

when I was urged to declare my Judgment concerning the Deity of Chriſt, 1 

waved the Queſtion, as neither being that I was accuſed of, nor which I had 

yet ſufficiently ſtudied, to engage my ſelf publickly therein. As for my Opini- 
or touching the Holy Spirit, it is thus : I believe the 
* See Hh. 1, 1, 14. whence Holy Spirit to be the chief of all * minsſtring Spirits, 
theſe words are borrowed 3 peculiarly ſent out from Heaven to miniſter on their 
and compare it with 1 Ptt. behalf that ſhall inherit Salvation : and I do place 

I. 12. —_— p62 Sou him, both according to the Scripture, and the Pri- 

pares ao 34. mitive Chriſtians, and by Name Juſtin Martyr 

Holy Spiric is a Miniſter of #is 4pology, in the third Rank, after God and Chriſt, 

Ged, as well as others, giving bim a pre-eminence above all the reſt of the 

Heavenly Hoſt : So that as there is one principal Spi-. 
(i) 1 Pet.$.8. (6) Zech rit among the Evil Angels, known in Scripture by the. 
£4) xPeca. (3) Zech13: Name of Satan, or the (a) Advertar 3 or (b) the 

Ibid, ver. uit. (4) 1 King-22, unclean Spirit 3 or (c) the evil Spirit of God ; or 

21. See the Original. (d)-the Spirit of God 3--or (e;) the Spirit by way of 

Eminence : Even fo u there. one principal Spirit, 

(I borrow. this Appellation from the Septuagint,. who render the latter Clauſe 

of the 12th.Verl. of Pſal. 51. in this manner, Tv puccn 1ywamore wnttcv 

pt, Spiritu principals fulcs me, Stabliſh me with thy principal Spirit ) there 

#, I ſay, one principal Spiris among the. Good. Angels, called by the Name of 

4A OE .-. > = 
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the (a) Advocate 3- or (b) the Holy Spirit 3 or (c) (1 Toh. 16, 9. (4) F 
the Oo Spirit of God z or (a) the Spirit of God { oh, (c) NehG22 5 
or (e) the Spirit, by way of eminence, This Opi-= 1 Cor. 7. 40. (t) Aft.10.15, 
nion of mines atteſted by the whole Tenour of the 

Scripture, which perpetually ſpeaketh of him as differing from God, and in- 
ferior to him 3 but is irrefragably proved by theſe places of Scripture, Neh. g. 
6, 20. Thou, even thou art Lord (or Fehovah) alone ;, thou haſt made Hea- 
win, the Heaven of Heavens, with all their Hoſt, Thou gaveſt thy good Spi.. 
rit to inſtrutt them (the Children of Iſrael.) ] John 16. 57, 8, &v. Newerthe- 
leſs, I tell yon the Truth ; It u expedient for you | 
that I go away: for if I go not away, the * Advo- * So the word zggxai©- 
cate will not come unto you z but if 1 depart, I will > the” Original perperually 


ſend him unto you. And when he is come, be will - enerLan og peeacenn 


reprove ( in the Original, convince) the World of the Tranſlators themſelves, 
Sin, and of Righteouſneſs, and of Fudgment. I 1 Job. 2. x. and ought to 
bave yet many ; nee fo fay HBO you, but ye Cannot haye been fo rendre here, 


bear them now. Howbeit when he,the Spirit of Truth, Cloning oe dean 


is come, he will guide you into all Truth ; for he «901% Soirie ſhall convi 
ſhall not ſpeak of bimſelf';, but whatſoever he ſhall the world; for ir is mane: 
bear, that ſhall he ſpeak; and he ſhall ſhew you toan Advocate coconvince. 
things to come. He ſhall glorify me ;, for he ſhall Ie 
receive of mine, and ſhall ſhew it unto you, All things that the Father hath, 
are mine: therefore ſaid 1, he ſhall take of mine, and ſhew it unto you. 
Rom. 8. 26, 27. Likewiſe the Spirit alſo belpeth onr Infirmities ;, for we know 
not what we ſhould pray for as we ought : but the Spirit himſelf* maketh interceſ* 
fron for us, with Groans that cannot be uttered. But he that ſearcheth the 
Hearts, knoweth what is the Mind (or Deſire) of the Spirit :: for he maketh- 
3nterceſſion for the Saints according to the Will of God.) Ads 19. 2: And 
(Paul )- finding certain Diſciples, ſaid unto them, Have ye received the Holy 
Spirit ſince ye believed? And they. ſaid unto bim, We have not ſo much: a4 heard: 
whether there be any Holy Spirit. . Epheſ. 4. 4,5,6: There is one Body, and ons 
Spirit, even 44 ye have been called in one Hope of your Calling, One Lord, one 
Faith, one Baptiſm. One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through 
all, and in you all.) 1 Cor.12.3,4, &c. Wherefore F give you to underſtand; 
that no Man ſpeaking by the Spirit of Gad, calleth Feſua accurſed;. and'that'no 
Man can ſay that Jeſus is-the Lord, but by the Holy Spirit; but there are di+- 
uerſities of Gifts, yet the ſame Spirit.. And there are diverſities of Aaminiſtra-- 
tions, yet the ſame Lord ;. and there are diverſitics of” Operations, yet it is. the 
ſume God that worketh all in:all,]} Luk-3.21,22.. It.canie to paſs that Jeſur al- 


a 
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ſo being baptized, and praying, the Heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit dee 
pu in a bodily ſhape likg a Dave upon him.) 1 Cor.2.11,12,13. But God 
ath revealed them ta ua by bis Spirit 3 for the Spirit ſearcheth all things, even 
the Depths of God. For what Man kyoweth the things of a Man, ſave the Spi- 
rit of a Man, which is in bitn ? even ſo the things of God knoweth none, but the 
Spirit of God, (he doth not add, as before, which 3s in bim.) Now we bave re- 
ceived, not the Spirit of the World, but the Spirit hich is of God, that we might 
know the things that are freely given us of God.) Rev. 22. 12, 17. Behold, 1 
come quickly, and my Reward is with me, to give unto every Mau according as 
his Work, ſhall be : and the Spirit and the Bride fay, Come.) Adt.5.32. And 
we are bis Witneſſes of theſe things, and ſo is alſo the Holy Spirit, whom God 
hath given to them that obey bim.] Gal. 3. 5. He therefers that miniſtreth (or 
tp ) to you the Spirit, and workgth Miracles among you, doth he it by the 
orks of the Law, or by the Hearing (or rather, Preaching ) of Faith ? } He 
that maniſtreth, or giveth the Spirit to you ; a ſtrange kind of Speech, if the 
Holy Ghoft were God. The Scripture is wont to ſpeak more ſoberly of Al- 
mighty God, than to ſay that he is given by another, much leſs by Men, as it is 
here faid of the Holy Spirit, 1 Cor. 8. 4. We know that an Idol & nothing in the 
World, and that there 1s no other God but one. For though there be that are cal- 
led Gods, whether in Heaven or in Earth ; as there be many Gods, and m 
Lords, yet unto us there is but one God, even the Father, of whom are all things, 
and we unto him; and one Lord, even Feſus Chriſt, by whom are all things, and 
we by him,] You ſee here, that the Apoſile being about to fetdqwn, who is 
the only God, and only Lord of Chriſtians, maketh no mention of the Holy 
Spirit 5 which could not have been done by ſo faithful an Apoſtle, had the Ho- 
ly Spirit been cither God or Loxd. Of theſe Places thus recited, no Man, tho 
never {o ſubtile, and tho he turn and wind his Wit every way, ſhall ever be 
able to make. Senſe, unleſs he take the Holy Spirit to be what I ſay. 

Behold now the Cauſe for which I have lien under Perſecution, raiſed a- 
gainſt me by my Adverſaries z who being unable to juſtify by Argument theis 
PraRice of giving Glory to the Holy Spirit, as God, in the end of their Pray- | 
ers, {ſince there is neither Precept nor' Example tor it in all the Scripture ; 
and being taxed by me for giving the Glory of God to another, and worſhip- 
ping what he hath not commanded, nor ever came into his Heart, have, in a 
cruel and unchriſtian manner, reſorted to the Arm of Fleſh, and inſtigated the 
Magittrate againſt me, hoping by his Sword, (not that of the Spirit) to uphold 
their Will-worſhip, but in vain, © fince every Plant that - the Heavenly Father 
hath not ſet, ſhall be rooted up. And that this practice of NTiED the 
Holy Spirit as God, is ſuch. a Plant as God never: ſet in his Word, would 

{o0n 
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ſoon appear'to the Honourable Houle, could they be but ſo far prevailed with, 
as, laying afide all Prejudice, ſcriouſly to weigh the muuy and ſolid Proofs that 
I produce for my Opinion out of the Scripture, together with the flight, or 
rather no Proofs of the adverſe Party for their Opinion 3 which they themſelves 
know not what to make of, bnt that they endeavour to delude both themſelves 
and others with Perſonalities, Moods, Subſiſtences, and ſuch like brain-ſick 
Notions, that have neither ſap nor ſence in them, and were firſt hatched by the 
ſabtilicy of Satan in the Heads of Platoniſls, to pervert the Worſhip of the 
True God. Neither could this Controverſy be fet on foot in a fitter juncture of 
time than this > wherein the Parliament and Kingdom have ſolemnly engaged 
themſelves to reform Religion, both in Diſcipline and DoEtrine. For amongſt 
all the Corruptions in DoErine, which certainly are many, there is none that 
more deſerveth to be amended than this, that -ſo palpably thwarteth the whole 
tenour of the Scripture, and trencheth to-the very Object of our Worſhip, and 
therefore ought not to be lightly paſſed over by any Man that profeſſeth him- 
ſelf a Chriſtian, much more a Reformer.. God is jealous of his Honour, *nd 
will not give it to another 3 we therefore, as beloved Children, ſhould imitate 
our Heavenly Father herein, and not upon any pretence whatſoever depart from 
his expreſs Command, aud give the Worſhip of the ſupreme Loxd of Heaven 
and Earth, to him whom the Scripture no-where affirmeth to be God. For 
my own particular, after a long impartial inquiry of the Truth, in this Con- 
tverly, and after mach and earneſt calling upon God, to give unto me the 
Spirit of Wiſdom and Revelation in the knowledg of him; 1 find: my (lf 
obliged, both by the Principles of Scripture and of Reaſon, to embrace the 
Opinion I now hold forth; and as much as m me lieth, to endeavour that the 
Honour of Almighty God be not transferred to another, not only to the Of. 
fence of God himſelf, but alſo of his Holy Spirit, who cannot but be grieved to 
have that ignorantly afcribed to himſelf, which is proper to God' that ſends 
him, and which he no-where challengeth to himſelf in the Scripture. What. 
thall befal'me in the purſuance of this Work, 1I refer to the diſpoſal of the all- 
wiſe God, whoſe Glory is dearer to me, not only than my Liberty, but than 
my Life. It will be your part, Honoured Sir, into whoſe hands God hath 
put fuch an Opportunity, to Examine the Buſineſs impartially, and to be an 
helper to the Truth, conſidering that this Controverſy is of the greatelt impor- 
tance in the World, and that the Diyine Truth ſuffers her ſelf not to- be deſpi- 
led Scot-free, Neither let the meanneſ(s of my outward preſence deter you from. | 
ſtring, fince it is the part of a wiſe Man, as inall things, - fo eſpecially in 
Matters of Religion, not to regard ſo much who it is that ſpeaketh, as what it 
is. that is ſpoken ; remembring how our Saviour in the Golgel faith, That God 
is 
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is wont to hide his Secrets from the Wiſe and Prudent, and to reveal them unto 
Children In which m1mbcr I willingly reckon my {elf, being conſcious of mine 


owu perſonal Weakneſs, but well aſſured of the Strength and Evidence of the 
Scripture to bear me out in this Cauſe 3 and remain 


April 1. 1647, Yours in the Lord, 


F. Bidle. 


To the Reaper. 
'OEL Reader, 1 beſeech thee, as thou tendereſt thy 


, Valvation, that thou wouldſt throughly examine the 
following Diſputation, in the Fear of God, conſi- 
dering how much his Glory is concerned therein, and at any 
hand forbear to condemn my- Opinion as erroneous, till thou ®t 
able to bring pertinent and ſolid Anſwers to all my Arguments ; 
for thow muſt know, that tho I bave conteſted with ſundry 
Learned Men, yet hath nons hitherto produced a ſatisfaftory 
Anſwer to ſo much as one Argument. Farewel. 


J. B. 


= 


 ERRATA., 


XII, Arg. Pag. 13, Col. 1. line 2. read 75 not here, 
Teft, Page 5. Juſt. Mart, Col. 2. line 16. read 4:iy#y7rs, | 
Conf, P, 9s Col, I, I.6, I, Vers 27+ P, 16, Col, I, I I 54 for the, i, hz. | * 
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